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Revirend goat anpgncid 


Ox E of the natural effects of an e 5 of 
any general impending danger is to make us turn 
our thoughts to thoſe, for whom we feel ourſelves 
moſt peculiarly intereſted. What their fate is 
likely to prove, in the general ſhock—what conduct 
they may purſue—in what manner they may acquit 
themſelves under the trials to which they are likely 


to be expoſed, and reconcile the natural attention 


to, their ſafety, and to their more immediate con- 
nexions, with a regard to their character and re- 
putation, and whatever their ſtation in the com- 
munity requires of them, theſe, under the appear- 
ances of of approaching public calamities, muſt all 
be objects of the tendereſt ſolicitude, and the moſt 
lively anxiety, wherever there is a proper feeling of 
affection, attachment, and reſpect. 


CY is to a ſtrong impreſſion of this nature, joined 


to other. weighty confiderations of duty, that you 


B 2 are 


EC. 


are to aſcribe the preſent Addreſs. The ties that 
ſubfiſt between you and me, although in ſome par. 


ticular relations they may be different, are, in ge. 


neral, reciprocal. We are equally intereſted in 
each others conduct, in each others character, in 
the opinion which the world may conceive of us, 
and in the effects of our joint labours for the public 
good. Gop, in the diſpenſations of his Providence, 
and our blefſed LoxD, in the gradations of that 
order, which he has eſtabliſhed in his Church, has 
aſſigned us different Stations, that impoſe different 
Duties. To me has been given the more arduous 
part; a general inſpection and ſuperintendence over 
thoſe who are themſelves the Stewards of the my/te- 
ries of God—the neceflity of example to thoſe who 
are, themſelves, to be an example to their flock. 

How F ſhalt acquit myſelf; what Pattern I ſhall 


ſew, when the trial comes, and the ſtorm breaks 


upon us, is what I dare not anſwer. My hope is, 


that I ſhall not diſgrace the ſituation to which I 
have been raifed amongſt you; but my Dependence 
muſt be the ſame as yours, and as of all who fear 


Gop. I muſt lean on that Grace which is ſufficient 


for me, with all my imperfections.— The grace of 


him whoſe frength is made perfect in Weakneſs. But 
in the mean time what is incumbent on you and 
me, and what Gop and Man require of us is that 


we labour to ſtrengthen and invigorate ourſelves 
__ ©» againſt the hour in which we may be put to the 


proof. It is to furniſh ourſelves with every prepa- 


255 rative that the true ſpirit of our Vocation, and a 
won: and proper ' ſenfe of the duties peculiarly ex- 


pected 


9 
pected from us may ſupply moſt effectual, and moſt 
conducive" to its object; and not to be found de- 
fenceleſs, or unequal to take our Mace wer Pert 
in the — exertions. £ KLE 


We too, like the other Orders of the State, muſt 
bring forward our reſources. We mult take up the 
arms of our warfare. It cannot be allowed us to 
be idle ſpectators of the buſy and important ſcene 
that is paſſing around us. But at the ſame time we 
muſt not miſtake our duty, or the part we are to 
act. We muſt not forget whoſe ſervants we are, or 
how the Lord ſhould find us employed when he 
cometh, While the civil authority is calling out all 
the energies of the nation, to wreſtle aguinſt fleſh 
and blood, and the laity, through all their ranks and 
profeſſions, are ſeconding thoſe exertions, with a 
zeal and ardour becoming the national character, 
we have foes of another nature —Principalities and 
Powers of another deſcription. to contend with. 
We have the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World 
Spirits of Wickedneſs exalted to high Places, 


which we are to oppoſe. In the conflict that now | 
ſhakes the nations of the earth, and againſt which 


not even our inſular ſituation promiſes longer to 
ſecure us, we ſee atheiſm leagued with armed force, 
and infidelity with violence and rapine.— We ſee 
the ſtandard of anarchy diſplayed by the deſpiſers 
of Gov, and the ſubverſion of all law, and order 
and government, growing out of the ſubverſion of 
the Religion of Jesus Cygisr. From theſe Spirits 
of PO the preſent mortal conteſt derives its 


big chief 


LS DEE a "EESD 


9 
S ———— 
— 


4869 
ghiaf terrora, aſſumes its maſt alarming form. By 
theſe it is pecuharly diſtinguiſhed fram the moſt 
deadly feuds that have ever yet convulſed the 
Chriſtian world. The part we have to act as the 
Miniſters of Religion, is, therefore, a primary and 
deeiſive part towards the general ſafety, and our 


Country has, now, a more peculiar call upon our 
profeſſional exertions, than ſhe ever could have 
under any poſſible combination of mere political 
gireumſtances, or from any of the cauſes that have 
ulſually engaged the nations of Europe in diſſention 

and war. . 00 T4 


Ves, my reverend Brethren,” our country has a 
right to call on us for our reſources. But the re- 
fources ſhe requires of us are principally to be 
fought for in The preparation of the Goſpel. The 
chief ſervice ſhe demands of us is to put an the 
whole Armour of God, In this warfare we muſt 
begin with ourſelves. The alternative before us, is 
ſtriking and obvious; and we owe it to the good- 
neſs of Gan that we have the recent and living 
examples of others to warn and direct us. It 
would be unworthy of the ſpirit of true Chriſtia- 
nity, and, conſequently, it would be unworthy of 
the ſpirit .of our Church, to ſtop, in the prefent 
queſtion, at any conſideration of the comparative 
purity or excellence of the two deſcriptions of 
Chriſtians. We muſt, we will do - juſtice to thoſe 
Miniſters of the Gallican Church, who in a ſeaſon 
of perſecution, exceeding in cruelty and ſavageneſs, 
whatever the rage and jealouſy of Paganiſm inflicted 

7.08 


/ 


6273 


on Chriſtianity, have diſplayed, in fach numbers, 

the zeal and the fortitude of the moſt diſtin guilbed 
of the primitive Martyrs. Who like them, gens 
in ſuch numbers, ſealed their principles and their 
faith, with their life blood, or facrificed to them 
what is dearer than life. But as this Church has 
had its Martyrs and Confeffors, fo' has it alfo 4 
its Deſerters and Apoſtates. Men, whoſe name 


abere not written in the Book of Life of the Laub; 


but who worſhipped the Beaſt, ſaying, who is lhe 
unto the Beaſt? who is able to make war with him? 
- Expoſed to the ſame dangers, menaced to be affaited 
by the ſame temptations, what can be more natural 
than for each individual to aſk himfelf, in the ſecret 
receſſes of his heart, which part it is likely that he 
ſhall act? Whether he has grounds to apprehend, 
that he may be of the number of thofe, © *.who 
&* hardened from deſpair, condemned by their paſt 
6 lives, and finding no reſource, no ſtay, no fup- 

* port either from their reffe&ions on the paſt, or 
< in their proſpects from futurity, may join in con- 
« federacy with the Apoſtates from our Faith, and 
fell themſelves and their cauſe 0 the people of theſe 
« abominations? or whether they may hope to be 


& claffed with thoſe true and faithful fervants, who | 
&< ith the multitudes that furrounded the Throne 
« of God in the Revelations, have come out of great 
6e tribulation, and waſhed their robes and made them 


6s .! in the on of the Lamb.” 


I cannot 


} '&.} 


See my laſt charge. 
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I cannot bring myſelf for a moment, to ſuppoſe 
that there can be an individual amongſt us fo 


thoughtleſs, ſo loſt to all ſenſe and feeling of cha- 


racter, ſo hardened againſt the manifeſt diſplay of 
the interchangeable providences of Gop, with which 
the moſt inconſiderate, and they, who have, hither- 
to, thought leaſt of Religiqn, have been ſo forcibly 
ſtruck and affected within theſe laſt days, as to turn 
away from ſuch an enquiry; as to drive it away 
from his reflections with a levity, and with a cal. 


louſneſs of feeling that, in my mind, could argue 


nothing leſs than a ſtate of almoſt hopeleſs corrup- 
tion, and that already ſeems to decide on the part 
he may be expected to act. 


When at our laſt meeting, I endeavoured to pre- 


pare your minds for ſuch an enquiry, I was not ſur- 
priſed to find that to ſome of you, I ſeemed to in- 
dulge groundleſs fears. It was ſuppoſed, nor had 
I any reaſon to blame the ſuppoſition, that I exag- 
gerated the dangers, with which. we in particular 
were menaced, by the preparations of our reſtleſs 
and implacable enemy, rather from a deſire of ac- 
compliſhing the great objects I had i in view, than 
from any dread I was warranted to entertain of the 


reality of theſe dangers, You gaye me credit for 


my motives. You have ſince þeen convinced that 
the incitements I propoſed to you, were equally 
drawn from truth ; that they were neither the dic- 
tates of a groundleſs fear, nor matter of mere decla- 
mation, Had not the arm of our Gop been ſtretch- 
ed out in our defence; had not that ſignal interfer- 


ence 
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ence of Providence, for which we and the whole 
nation have ſo lately poured forth our praiſes and 
thankſgivings before the Throne of Mercy, defeated 
the ſanguinary and cruel projects of an impious 


people, who will ſay that we ſhould not, at this 


moment, * be experiencing in ourſelves the ſuf. 
« fering of perſecution, ſuch as the report of them 
* has been brought to us from other lands——lts 
“ confiſcations, its impriſonments, its maſſacres, its 
« inſtruments of private and public death.” Wha 
will ſay that at this moment the Sheep ſhould not be 
ſeen ſcattered, and the Shepherds ſmitten, and the re- 
lentleſs perſecutors of our religion, and its Miniſters 
making havoc of us altogether, and burning up or de- 
filing all the houſes of God in the Land, 


If there be any amongſt you wha can doubt this, 
let him hear the General of that ferocious army, 
which the breath of Gon diſperſed, and drove from 
our coaſts, in an addreſs which he was to diſſemi- 
nate among the inhabitants of this kingdom. Drunk 
with the blood of ſo many Saints and Martyrs of Feſus 
Chriſt, whom he immolated to the atrocious ſpirit 
of infidelity, in that province where he firſt gave 
horrible celebrity to his obſcure name, this hero 
of Atheiſm and Anarchy, endeavours to ſpirit up 
the good people of this land to the ſame frantic 
rage againſt their Clergy of all denominatione, 
which he and the banditti he commanded had ſo 
often ſatiated with murder and ſacrilege. Miſe 


See the Charge. 
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by the falſe repreſentations that had been made ts 
him, and conceiving us to be as ripe for apoſtatiz. 
ing from the faith of Jzsvs CHRIS r, as the vicious 
and volatile nation (the moſt impious and profligate 
_ outſcourings of which he was leading againſt us) he 
appears confident of finding all ranks prepared for 
a general renunciation of their paſtors, their altars, 
and their worſhip. The profpe& of our plunder 
he, indeed, keeps back from them. This was to be 
referved as the conſecrated portion of the ſpoils. 
It was to be the excluſive reward of thoſe facred 
bands, who had originally armed in the ſervice of 
the new Gods, that were to be introduced amongſt 
us, and who were finally to gain the great propor. 
tion of their eſtabliſiment, from our plunder. But 
our ſufferings and our deſtruction he holds out to 
this people as an intermediate ſpectacle, too grateful 
in his apprehenfion, for them not to deſire to glut 
their eyes with: and his delivering them from 
prieſtcraft, and all its abominations, was to be the 
firſt fruits of their confederacy; and the firſt of the 
bleflings that was to reſult to them from French 
fraternization. Becauſe we are told that he is ſent 
to execute the divine vengeance on ſome other na- 
tion, are we to flatter ourſelves that we hve nothing 
further to dread from his fanguinary menaces? Is 
this hatred of our order peculiar to Hoche? To 
which of the infuriated Prophets of Atheifm can 
his cloak deſcend, and his commiſſion be transferred, 
who will not be ſeized with the ſame ſpirit of infidel 
fanaticiſm, and urged on by the impulſes of the 
ſame infidel zeal? And is it, can it be, in the great- 


eſt 


8 . 
eſt exceſs of levity, of thoughtlefſneſs, of diſſipation, 


of contempt of charaQer, to ſuffer any Miniſter of 
the Goſpel to ſhut his eyes to ſuch a ſituation? To 


ſuffer him to perſevere in the ſame trifling, indolent, 


and unprofitable courſe of life (unprofitable to 
any of the great purpoſes of his profeſſion) which 
he may have purſued in the faſcinating days of ſe. 
curity and quiet, inſtead of employing himſelf, as 
all around him are employed, in collecting all the 
energies and reſources of his mind, in fortifying 
himſelf on every fide, and preparing to act, at leaſt 
with decency and propriety, whatever part may be 
referved for him in the general convulſion, with 
which every order of the ſtate is ſo immediately me- 
naced? No, my Brethren, I ſhall find no Miniſter 
of this deſcription amongſt you : At leaſt I, now, 
thoroughly know thoſe of you, on whoſe ſenſe of 
duty and propriety, and on whoſe feeling of every 
thing you owe to yourſelves and your profeſſion, I 
can rely at ſuch a moment. Few, very few indeed, 

and I declare it with equal ſatisfaction and truth, 

very few are the inſtances in which 1 have any 
apprehenſion that I ſhall find it neceſſary to uſe any 


other language than that of brotherly communica- 


tion, of mn, exhortation, and advice. 


But to anſwer my expeQation, or to produce the 


benefits, which your pariſhioners, and the country 
at large have a right to expect from a conſcientious, 


prudent and well direfted diſcharge of your holy 
funQtion at this time, you muſt begin by repairing 


leading 
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to, or — in, your reſpechye cures. . This 
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leading duty, that ought to be ſacred to you at all 
times; that all who have ever felt for the credit, 
the character, the utility of your eſtabliſhment, 
have unceaſingly inculcated and preſſed upon you, 
ought to be now, doubly ſacred, becauſe it is be- 
come doubly eſſential. Let me, therefore, moſt 
earneſtly entreat (for at preſent I ſhall uſe no other 
language) that thoſe amongſt you who are not ac- 
tually reſiding and exerciſing cure of ſouls in other 
dioceſes, may not loſe a day in joining your reſpec- 
tive flocks. Let me not have the mortification to 
hear it ſaid, that you are of the number of thoſe 
Clergymen, who avail themſelves of every frivolous 
and trifling pretext, either of buſineſs, of conveni- 
ence, or indulgence, to fly from their duty, and 
abandon their poſts, Let me not be told that you 
are {een idling in the capital, exhibiting vacant and 
liſtleſs figures in its ſtreets, and running the round 
of diffipation and levity, which amid that general 
terror and diſmay that are carried beyond all bounds 
of propriety, and warrant from fact, it is melancho- 
ly to ſee. even the moſt thoughtleſs of the votaries 
of pleaſure, purſue. with ſuch ſcandalous perſeve- 
rance. This infatuation, even in them, is from 
the conſequences it may draw after it, a ſubject of 

aitoniſhment, and at the ſame time of terror, to all 
| ſerious and thinking perſons.—To all who talk of 
Providence, not becauſe it is the faſhion of the hour, 
the preſent admitted language in good company, 
like any other changing topic of the ſeaſon, but be- 
cauſe they are feartul of the divine chaſtiſements, 
as they are thanktul tor the divine mercies. How 

much 


. 
moch greater muſt be their aſtoniſhment and terror, 


when they witneſs pen conduct in the Miniſters, of. 
* y 


Ard be not ſatisfied in your diſregard of theſe 

entreaties of your Biſhop, becauſe you may have 

ſome of your, Brethren to keep you in counte- 
nance. Can they, by whoſe example you may be 

miſled, ſcreen you in the hour of danger? Can they 

ſtifle remorſe for you, or appeaſe the clamours of 
accuſing conſcience, when the Angel of the Lord 
may be pouring out the vials of his wrath on our 
heads, and Gop may be executing that terrible me- 
nace of making thoſe Prie/ts contemptible and baſe 
before all the people, who ſhall have deſpiſed his name, 
and not kepthis ways ?—No, come out of them, that 
ye be not partakers of their fins, aud that ye receive 
not their Plagues. I do not mean that you ſhoulq 
affect the character of Reformers—that you ſhould 
aflume any merit beyond your Brethren—that you 
ſhould condemn any man, for to his own Maſter he 
ftandeth or falleth. But, what the moſt earneſt de- 
ſire of my ſoul is, that you affert your Chriſtian In- 
dependence; that you exerciſe that liberty which 
you grant to others, of judging and aQting for your- 
ſelves, that you deſert not your duty, nor betray 
your conſcience to avoid the imputation of ſingu- 
larity, or of affecting what may be repreſented to 
be a ſeverity and rigidity of character, aſſumed to 
diſtinguiſh you from others. This is one of the 
moſt dangerous illuſions to which you can be ex- 
poſed. It often works moſt on the beſt minds. 
Harbour it not in yours for a moment. Fly from 


it 


| (. 14. 
it into rhe ſanctuary of your duty. There you 
will hear of it no more; and I ſhall have the conſo. 
lation to ſay, not vauntingly to the world, nor yet 
dreading to find myſelf reproached with ſaying it 
vauntingly, but in a conſcientious enjoyment of my 
own motives, and in the ſatisfaction of witneſſing 


your earneſtneſs to co-operate with me, that I and 
mine ſhall labour to ſerve the Lord. 


- Once ſettled amongſt your flock, or as near to 
them as the circumſtances of your cure will admit, 
your next care will be, how to make yourſelves 
moſt uſeful to them. You are not to be told how 
indefatigably the enemies of our peace are at work, 
in endeavouring to unhinge the public mind, to ren- 
der the people diſcontented with their ſtate, and to 
fill them with the deſire of change. You cannot be 

ignorant of the malignant pains that are taking to 
poiſon their principles, religious and civil; to de- 
bauch all their beſt feelings, to vitiate and deprave 
their moſt virtuous propenſities, and inclinations, 
to eradicate their moſt ſalutary prejudices and pre- 
poſſeſſions, and by alluring them into a favourable 
opinion of the tenets and doctrines of the Speculat- 
iſts and Reformers of the day, to prepare them for 
an entire ſurrender of all that they have hitherto 
cheriſhed moſt ardently in Religion, in Loyalty, in 
the character and diſtinction of quiet and peaceable 
ſubjects to the happieſt of all governments, 


To that order of things that has been fixed and 
eſtabliſhed amongſt them for a century of tranquil 


. . ma 
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and proſperous days, they are invited to- ſubſtitute "4 
an entire new ſyſtem. They are to renounce the | 
faith in which they have been born and educated, 
the rule of their life, and the hope of their im- 
mortality; they are to ſubvert the Conſtitution, | 
which they have. ever accuſtomed themſelves to re- " 
verence and love; to aboliſh the laws, under which | 
they have enjoyed as great a portion of protection | 
and ſecurity, both in their public and individual 
capacities, as any human inſtitutions can promiſe i 


or provide; and to decompoſe that ſyſtem of man- 
ners, which, grafted on the ſtock of the virtues moſt 
conſonant and honourable to our nature by a reli- 
gion of love, of meekneſs, of mildneſs, of purity, 
of public benevolence, and individual ſelf-denial, 
has preſerved the chriſtian world in a ſtate of ſocial 
happineſs and enjoyment, of which we ſearch in 
vain for any traces in the records of other times. 


In what a variety of forms is-this ſyſtem of de- 
bauchery and ſeduQtion proſecuted | ? In how many 
ways are its intended victims aſſailed? They cannot 
take up a newſpaper, they cannot read a debate in 

Parliament, they can ſcarce look into a publication, 
under whatever title it is offered to them, but fome 
daring incendiary, or ſome inſidious ſeducer labours, 
with a diabolical zeal, to irritate and inflame, or to 
deceive and miſlead them. 


Your buſineſs and your duty is to labour with 
equal aſſiduity to counteract thoſe Agents and Fac- 
tors of the Evil One. By private communications, 


polls” 
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by frequent public inſtruction, by beser means 
your information, your talents, or your zeal which 
is more than talents, can ſupply, you are eſſentially 

bound to ſectire your flock as well againſt theſe _ 
open, as thefe· ert urtewwph. | ang 


of 
"> 
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And firſt Religion. This with you Mü ſts 
in the front of all conſiderations. This ſhould be 
« firſt and laſt and midſt,“ in all your thoughts; 
It ſhould be ſo as well from the peculiar ſpirit and 
feeling of your profeſſion, : as from an intimate con- 
viction that it is the great” bond and ligament of ſo- 
ciety, the primary operative inſtrument in all pub- 
lic and private happineſs, the centre and cement of 
all the ſacred and endeating relations of civil life. 
That you will find a decided diſpoſition in the ge- 
nerality of thoſe of your communion to contribute 
to its ſupport and advancement, you have every 
reaſon to promiſe. yourlelves. The example of theſe 
few laſt weeks hat ſlie wn that if you are not want- 
ing to them, they will not, in general, be wanting 
to you. The ſignal deliverance that has been 
wrought in our favour within that time, has been 
the happy means of proving that, notwithſtanding 
the too general prevalency of vice and immorality, 
the ſentiment of Religion is not yet effaced from 
the general mind, and that it only requires adequate 
attention and exertion on our parts, to cheriſh and 
bring it into action. The moſt trifling, and, I may 
ſay, the moſt profligate have been compelled by the 
common feeling, and in deference to the general 
ſenſe, to affect at leaſt a ſolemn and grateful im- 
| preſſion 


a 
preſſion of the divine favour. We exhibited, at 
leaſt to the eyes of the world, the ſpectacle of a 
religious people. The moſt vicious individuals 
thought themſelves bound, in their oſtenſible cha- 
racters, to join in a/cribing to the Lord the glory that 
was due to his name; and an acknowledgment of 
Providence, and of its gracious interference, was 
admitted in circles, where Religion has hitherto, 


been only a ſubject of ridicule, and the mention of 


it received as a mark of rudeneſs, and a want of a 
knowledge of life. This tribute ſo paid to the ge- 


neral opinion will be conſidered by you, as it is by 


me, as a ſtrong and conſoling proof that an extenſive 
fund of Religion {till remains for us to improve and 
to work upon, 'The means to be employed for that 
purpoſe it does not come within the compaſs of this 
addreſs to unfold. They are as various as are the 
reſources of Grace ; as exhauſtleſs as the treafures 


of the goſpel. But in addition to theſe it may be | 


of deciſive effect to point out to them in the ex- 


ample of France, and in the ſufferings of all the na- 


tions, into which ſhe has carried either her treaties 
or her arms, the effective reſults, the living conſe- 
quences of irreligion, and of an apoſtacy from the 
faith of Jesus CHRIST. Shew them the horrid 
ſpectre of infidelity as it ranges over the faireſt re- 
gions of Europe, overwhelming the imagination, 
and appalling the heart. Paint it to them as it 
holds its blaſting courſe, preceded by terror, fol- 
lowed by deſolation ; ſporting itſelf in the anguiſh 


of individuals and the calamities of nations, and 


marking its hatred and contempt of God in the 


miſeries 


C 


as) 


D it inflicts on his creatures, and the ravages 
It cauſes among the works of his hands. Point out 
to them in particular, that nation, in which it fir 
raiſed its hideous form, converted by it, into a den 
of beaſts of prey, ſavage, ferocious, inexorable; 
firſt ravaging the miſerable country that gave them 
being, and then. ruſhing into every neighbouring 


ſtate, to gorge themſelves with blood, and to riot 


in rapine, Then aſk them if they are prepared to 


receive and communicate with theſe miſſionaries? 


If they have fufficiently emptied their breaſts of the 
milk of humanity, to ſubſcribe to the doctrines of 
this ſavage and brutified ſect? 


From a view of the miſeries, that thus neceſſarily 
reſult from a contempt and rejeQion of religion, 
you will take occaſion to exhort them to a more 
manifeſt reverence for its inſtitutes and ordinances, 
than, perhaps, in the ſecure, though unacknowledg- 
ed enjoyments of its bleſſings, they have hitherto 
diſcovered. You will excite them to revere it in 
its-rites, its obſervances, its miniſters ; leaſt from a 
contempt of theſe, the ſpirit of it become extin& 
among them, and they lapſe, as the French nation 
has done, under ſimilar appearances, into abſolute 
and avowed atheiſm, and involve themſelves in all 
its horrors and all its abominations. 


Next to Religion, and of the greateſt ſecondary 
importance, is the watchfulneſs, and the aſſiduity, 
with which you ſhould guard them againſt the in- 
idious arts, and practices of thoſe traitors to our 
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beloyed Sovereign, and thoſe enemies to our excel- 
lent conſtitution, who would ſeduce them from theit 
allegiance, and prejudice them againſt thoſe laws, and 
that form of government, under which they live. 
You will not be deterred from diſcharging this part 
of your duty, by thoſe who would exclude the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel from interfering in the temporal 
concerns of their fellow creatures, which they call 
medling in politics, and from warning them of 
the things, that make againſt their peace. As if a 
Religion, deſigned for man, had eſtabliſhed no re- 
ference between the order of things in his preſent 
ſtate, and the ſtate for which he is deſigned, when 
he puts on Immortality. As if there was no eternal 
fundamental principles that connected the govern- 
ment of Earth with the government of Heaven, 
under the ſame Univerſal Ruler. Vou will not be 
moved by the flimſy objections of ſuch cavillers. 
You will never proſtitute your miniſtry, nor abuſe 
the confidence repoſed in you, to any ſuch miſerable 
purpoſes as the views of party ; you will never de- 
ſcend to be politicians, to be agitators, to be the in- 
ſtruments of faction: But you will never forget 
that to inculcate loyalty to your King, and obedience 
and ſubmiſſion to Magiſtracy is one of the leading 
precepts of that goſpel of which you are the mi- 
niſters. You will expoſe to your flock the deſigns 


of thoſe artful hypocrites, or the dreams of thoſe | 


viſionary theoriſts, who, (attributing to the defects 
of our Conſtitution, and the errors of our Govern- 
ment, the eſſential, unalterable condition of human 
Ty an arraigning the invariable ceconomy of 
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Providence, in aſſigning to each individual his par- 
ticular ſtate in the different civil and political aſſoci- 
ations of men,) labour to engage them in the pur- 
ſuit of ſhadowy, unattainable advantages, at the cer 
tain riſque of all they actually enjoy. You will 
prove to them that the phantom of Equality, which 
was originally dreſſed out in all its faſcinating and 
meretricious colours, to ſeduce the multitude, (that 
ready dupe of all who will take the trouble to de- 
ceive it,) is now no longer exhibited, even by the 
State Jugglers of France, for the purpoſes of further 
ſeduction— That the word is no longer heard ex- 
cept in the mouths of their emiſſaries, who are at 
work in this country, and laboufing to miſlead all 
who have, as yet, not had any actual experience, 
how ſhameleſsly and wantonly they can promiſe, 
how treacherouſly and cruelly they can deceive— 
That the only equality they have to give, is what 
they have already given to their own infatuated 
people, to their allies, to the cowards whom they 
have admitted to fraternity, and the enemies, in- 
to whoſe country they have penetrated—an equa- 
lity in plunder, in confiſcation, in maſfacre, in 
ſuch miſeries and calamities as the Chriſtian 
world has never. known—an equality, involving 
high and .low, rich and poor, landlord and te- 


nant, farmer and tradeſman, artificer and labour- 
er, in one common deſolation——harrafling and 
oppreſſing, and draining them down to the laſt 
dregs of their poſſeſſions, either by open and 
avowed plunder and barefaced pillage, or under 
the names of. contributions, loans, and contingents, 

raiſed 
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raiſed by their reſident Commiſſaries, with their 
armed ruffians at their heels. 


The affecting proofs of all this are too well known 
to you. You may point to them in thoſe countries, 
that either were originally deceived into a ſurren- 
der of their freedom and power, or that, not daring 
to reſiſt, pretended to fraternize. Vou may point 
to them, ſtill more feelingly, in thoſe territories 
which the French armies entered, and where they 
were unfortunately received, as. friends, but from 
which they were ſoon chaſed by the miſerable in- 
habitants (undeceived too late, and taught to know 
them by their blood and their ſufferings) as fiends 

that diſgraced the human form; as monſters he per- 
fidy, cruelty, 1 impiety, and luſt, 


Such you will tell them are the friends with 0 
whom they are invited to fraternize, and confede- | | 
rate; ſuch the Rulers, for whom they are to re- 
nounce a beloved King, grown old in heaping fa- 0 
vours and benefits upon them, and ſo long the juſt 
object of their affection, their gratitude and their ij 
reverence—Such the protectors, for whom they are 0 
to ſubvert that government, under which they have ut 
enjoyed an uninterrupted poſſeſſion of all that makes | 
life deſirable or happy, as far as the caſualties and 1 
viciſſitudes to- which all ſublunary things are, in the "ol 
order of Providence, expoſed, can admit.—Such 
the legiſlators, to whoſe ſyſtems they are to be re- 
formed, changing the Conſtitution, which, under 
the diſtinguiſhing diſpenſations of Providence, it has 
| PRES been 
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been the envied lot of theſe kingdoms to enjoy, for 
the horrors of that anarchy and miſrule, under 
which oppreſſion ſitteth ſhameleſsly on the judgment 


ſeat,” and Power has made a covenant with Terror 
and Death, to confound, ſubvert and deſtroy. 


Theſe, my reverend Brethren, and ſuch like, are 
the general topics on which you ought not to ceaſe 
to warn and nme „ the Children of Gop com- 
mitted to your care. And let not any of you de- 
ceive himſelf into a perſuaſion that theſe duties are 
not incumbent on him, nor theſe cares required of 
him, becauſe the members of his own communion 
within his cure, are few in number, or ſteady in 
their civil or religious principles. From the peculi- 
ar circumſtances of our Day, you owe yourſelves, 
with all your labour and aſſiduity, to every deſcrip- 
tion of Chriſtians around you. The danger, look 
to it on which ſide you will, is common; the ex- 
ertions to avert it ſhould be ſo too. The enemies 
of the faith of Jzsvs CHRIST, however divided on 
other points, act with a ſpirit of unanimity and con- 


cord in their efforts to baniſh jt from the world, that 


is ſcarce comprehenſible to thoſe, who are unac- 
quainted with the fanaticiſm of modern Infidels. It 
is ſurely of obvious adyantage, to lay aſide all diſ- 
tinctions, as far as the preſent queſtion goes, and to 
unite in that ſpirit in which we daily pray to Gop 
to diffuſe through the whole Catholic Church, i in 
order to reſiſt their impious deſign. 


4 Beſides this moſt weighty and prominent conſider- 
ation, you are united with the different diſſenters 
from 
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from your church, in your reſpective pariſhes, by 
various other ties, and obligations, that ought to be 
ſtrongly binding upon you, and that require what- 
ever ſervices you can render them at ſuch a moment 
as the preſent. They contribute to your incomes, 
either as your immediate tenants, or as occupiers of 
the ſoil of your pariſhes. They are employed by 
you in thoſe ſtations that ſuppoſe faithful ſervices on 
the one hand, and ſupport and protection on the 
other. In their higher and more opulent ranks, 
they are connected with you in neighbourhood, in 
the general intercourſe of hoſpitality or buſineſs, 
and more or leſs, in all the various charities of ſo- 
ciety. The liberal ſpirit of the times has neceſſarily 
extended this intercourſe and communication; and 
this circumſtance and the ſtation you hold ber 
them will not only diſpoſe them to attend to you, 


but will induce them to apply to you for informa- 


tion and advice, in a criſis of general danger. The 
great deſcription of them, by whom you are chiefly 
ſurrounded, from their being the more immediate 
and peculiar objects of ſeduction, demand more 
particularly your attention. In this cirumſtance, 
you will find an additional motive for your aiding 


and aſſiſting their own Clergy, in keeping them 


ſteady to thoſe principles of loyalty to the illuſtrious 
houſe that fills the Throne, and of attachment to 
the Conſtitution, which they ſo univerſally mani- 
feſted on the late trying occaſion. 


What you will have chiefly to caution them againſt 
are the artifices and ſeductions of men, who either 
profeſſing 
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profeſſing themſelves to be of their communion, or 
affecting to be conſidered as their excluſive friends, 
that they may ride on their ſhoulders into power, 
labour to diminiſh the value of the franchiſes they 
have already. obtained, to irritate and inflame them 
into reſentments, on the few points that remain to 
be demanded. Shew them, that in the franchiſes, 
that have been already communicated to them by 
a King, who wiſhes to be the common Father of all 
his people, and by an enlightened Legiſlature, ſecond- 
ing his wiſhes, the great bulk of their communion, 
enjoy every advantage that is, or that can be poſſeſſed 
by the next bulk of their Proteſtant fellow-ſubjeQs.— 
That in ſecurity of perſon, ſecurity of property, 
the tenure of their lands, the means of acquiring, 
. and of realizing whatever their induſtry may accu- 
mulate in trade, commerce, or agriculture, they 
ſtand exactly on the ſame ground.—That there is 
not a law by which the country is to be governed, 
nor a regulation, by which they can profit, nor a 
tax that can be levied on her, that can paſs the Le. 
gillature, without their conſent given by their Re- 
preſentatives, in the ſame manner and to the ſame 
extent, with every other deſcription of his Majeſ- 
ty's ſubjects.— That the remaining objects, for 
which they are kept in endleſs diſcontents, and 
heart burnings, are the concern but of a few, be⸗ 
cauſe none but a few can pretend to them; that if 
they were granted to-morrow, the great <P of the 
Catholics could derive from them no one additional 
benefit or advantage, and that thus they are ſtimu- 
lated, and driven on, as it were with goads, by am- 

- bitious 


. 


bitious and deſigning incendiaries, to ſacrifice all 


the advantages, of which they have been ſo lately 
put in poſſeſſion, and to expoſe themſelves and their 
families to all the horrors of war, becauſe it 1s not 
thought expedient, at the preſent moment, to grant 
ſomething, in which they can have no intereſt. 


It muſt anſwer the beſt purpoſes, both moral and 
civil, of ſociety, to make this kind of intercourſe 
with this claſs of his Majeſty's ſubjects, in all their 
degrees, as free and ag general as your leifure, and 
your opportunities will allow. You will be careful 


not to alarm their religious prejudices ; you will not 


outſtep diſcretion—you will obſerye propriety, cir- 
eumſtances, time, and character; but, with theſe 
for your guides, you will labour to convince them 
that to alienate them, upon any pretext, from their 
Proteſtant fellow- ſubject; to perſuade them to con- 
ſider themſelves as bound by their condition to be 
jealous of communicating and fearful of aſſociating 
with them; in ſhort to build up again, in ſome de- 
gree, and on other grounds, the wall of ſeparation, 
which the Legiſlature has pulled down, can be the 
wiſh of thoſe alone, who are enemies to their King 
and their country, or who, without being inten- 
tionally enemies to either, have an immediate inte- 


reſt in keeping the two TO OA for ever ſeparate 
ou in. 


The other great deſcription of diſſenters are in 
ſuch ſmall numbers amongſt us, that it is ſcarce ne- 
ceſſary to ſuggeſt to you any line of conduct with 
reſpect to them. Where any of them are to be 

found, 
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found, who, from their prejudices civil and religi- 
ous, would wiſh to ſubſtitute to the preſent order 
of things, that form of government in Church and 
State, to which they are ſo pertinaciouſly attached, 
you may read to them an awful and inſtructive leſ- 
ſon in the example of that people, for whoſe return 
to our ſhores ſome of their brethren are ſo anxious 
and earneſt. © They may ſee, in that example, the 
fatal conſequences of awakening a ſpirit of innova- 
tion, and- demoliſhing old eſtabliſhments, from an 
opinion that they ſhall be able to direct the ſtorm 
they ſhall raiſe to their own purpoſes, and erect 
fuch a ſuperſtructure, on the ruins they ſhall have 
formed, as they ſhall plan themſelves. They will 
fee that the Reformers and Philoſophers of France 
are the laſt perſons to whom they are to look for 
the materials for forming that ſuperſtructure. 
Atheiſm and Apoſtacy are, ſurely, not the ground 
work on which they propoſe to build their Church 
Government, nor will they, probably, be forward 
to allow that republican' virtues are neceſſarily con- 
nected with murder, * aflaſſination, ſacrilege; with 
crimes and enormities at which nature ſhudders. 


I have run this Addreſs to a much greater length 
than I intended, and much ſtill remains on my 
mind which I wiſh to ſubmit to you. What I have 
written has been thrown together, on the ſpur of 
the moment, and under the preſſure of a ſevere 


* How terribly theſe virtues are practiſing in the North, we 
Fave more than the melancholy inſtance of Dr, Hamilton and 


Mrs.' Waller. How many more may we have! 
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illneſs. The method, and the manner may be un- 
common, but ſo is the occaſion. On a review there 
may be much to be corrected, and many points 
might be placed in a ſtronger light. But I will 
ſubmit the whole to you, warm from the heart 
with all its inaccuracies, but with all its * 
and earneſtneſs, 


We may, I truſt in Gop we ſhall, meet once 
more together, and under a grateful ſenſe of the 
divine aſſiſtance, congratulate with each. other on 
the diſperſion of the clouds that now darken the 
proſpect before us, and the reſtoration of calm and 
tranquil days. Whether that bleſſing be given or 
denied, ſo far is right. It is our part to ſtand pre- 
pared for either event. This is my ſole object. I 
Jhould be the laſt man living to fill your minds 
with groundleſs fears, or to contribute to add to 
that general deſpondency, which js the moſt alarm- 
ing feature of the day.” The moral Poet affixes a 
ſtrong imputation of infatuation and folly to ſuch 
fears. Eſt genus unum Stultitie, nibilum metuenda 


timentis, ut ignes, ut rupes fluvioſque in campo obſtare 


queratur. This will apply to every degree of pre. 
cipitate, and inconſiderate fear. The imagination 
once terrified, there is no foreſeeing what horrid 
forms the ſpectres it raiſes may aſſume, or what 
effects they may accompliſh, The heart is chilled, 
and the hand palſied, and the whole man finks 
helpleſs and unnerved under his own deluſions. 
The infection runs from breaſt to breaſt, till at laſt 
the national ſpirit is extinguiſhed in the general 

panic. 
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panic. But there is an alarm that is not fear. By 
looking our danger full and ſteadfaſtly in the face, 
and making ourſelves converſant with it, under all 
its forms, we can beſt diſcipline ourſelves for en- 
countering it. Caution is connected with courage, 
and foreſight and preparation, with fortitude. To 
this I would exhort you, in order that whether it ſhall 
pleaſe Gop that this Tyranny ſhall overpaſs or that 
our Candletick ſpall be removed from its place, and 
the Sheep and the Shepherds be ſcattered and ſmitten, 
we may, at leaſt, be found faithful to our truſt, re- 
Joicing in the triumph of our deliverance, as having 
fought the good fight, or, if ſuffering with Chriſt, 
hoping alſo to be glorified with him, in the new Heaven 
and the new Earih, where dwelleth righteouſneſs. 
That you and I may be ſo found under the in- 
fluence of Gop's holy Spirit, is the ardent prayer 
Ws 1 * 57 
Your faithful friend 
And loying Brother, 
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8 8. A Sermon preached in aid of the United 
* Charitable Society for the Relief of Indigent-Room- 
3» keepers, on 21ſt February, 1796—By the ſame. 


9. Hints on the means of forming a plan for ad- 
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dom from the invaſion lately attempted by the 
French : preached in the chapel of Trinity College, 
on Sunday 1ſt January, 1797, and in St. Peter's 
church on the Sunday following—third edition— 
By the ſame. * 
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volume octavo, An Eſſay on the Character of the 
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13. A Sermon preached in the chapel of Trinity 
College, Dublin, on Thurſday 16th February, 1797, 
being the day appointed for a National Thanks- 
giving, on account of the providential deliverance 
of this kingdom from the late threatened invaſion ; 
and alſoin St. Anne's church the ſame day—By the 
ſame. 


g Wu. WaTsoN AND Sox have likewiſe print- 
ed, by direction of the Aſſociation for diſcounte- 
nancing Vice, and promoting the practice of Reli- 
gion and Virtue, a great variety of Religious and 
Moral Tra&s, which are ſold at very low prices to 
encourage general diſtribution amongſt the poor. 


— ® lie bo wa res. $4 2mm 
—— — — * _ - 


